PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
Politics
Politics have always interested me. Even the
village feuds between Slovaks and Hanaks and later
between the Czech and German boys at Brno, were
politics in miniature; I had to become aware of
the terms between Czechs and Germans. Even my
desire to go to the Consular Academy was only
half romantic; it was half a cloudy interest in politics.
My relation to them was first only theoretical; Plato
had fascinated me by his political philosophy, and
as soon as I took up sociology I was inevitably
plunged into political problems. Economics fasci-
nated me too; I attended lectures by famous
economists in Vienna and Leipzig, and as a student
I dipped into the second edition of Marx's Capital.
Of course I always reacted to political events.
While I was still a student I wrote my first article
for the Moravian Eagle, condemning the policy of
passivity. In Vienna I went to the railway station to
watch the arrival of the Czech members of Parlia-
ment. I was continually studying the conflict between
Czechs and Germans^but I understood that it was
really a struggle against Austria, and my attitude
to Austria was rather negative.
When I first came to Prague I was full of cultural
and scientific interests; the Athenaeum, the Uni-
versity, the encyclopaedia, the manuscript con-